
 

 

Illuminated Manuscripts 
Discussion Guide 

 
Starting a Conversation in Your Community 

 
Exhibitions like Illuminated Manuscripts are intended to enlighten and engage visitors 
by presenting objects and ideas they may not previously have considered. As such, 
Phoenix Art Museum has created this guide to engage the members of your 
community in discussing the topics and themes presented by the exhibition.  Below 
are several ideas to ponder or to present to enliven the conversation within your 
groups, associations, congregations and communities. 
 

1. The word “illumination” derives from Latin words meaning to “throw into light”; 
it also refers to a state of spiritual enlightenment. How do the illuminations 
(images) in sacred manuscripts reflect both definitions of the word? 

 
2. Consider the power of the handwritten word. How does a handwritten word 

differ in character from a printed word? What is the difference mentally 
between reading something already printed and writing it oneself? 

 
3. Take a look at contemporary printed Bibles. What was gained and what was 

lost with the invention of the printing press? 
 

4. What is the relationship between an image and the text of the story it tells? 
How does an artist choose what to represent in an image? What is the role of 
the viewer or reader in interpreting image and text? 

 
5. Illuminated manuscripts reveal the times in which they were produced. What 

might one expect to see in ancient or medieval manuscripts? What might one 
expect for a contemporary manuscript? After viewing Illuminated 
Manuscripts, revisit these questions to discover if there were differences 
between expectations and reality. 

 
Public Programming: 
Other opportunities to further engage the members of your community include the 
comprehensive schedule of public programming for Illuminated Manuscripts. 
Programs include a lecture series featuring The Saint John’s Bible creative director, 
Donald Jackson and Dr. Tom Loughman, Curator of European Art for Phoenix Art 
Museum, along with a variety of calligraphy demonstrations, activities for kids and 
families, music, movies and more.  
 
For additional information on the exhibition and public programs, visit the Web site 

at: phxartilluminated.org or PhxArt.org or call the 24-hour recorded information line 
at (602) 257-1222. 
 
Exhibition Details: 
Phoenix Art Museum presents, Illuminated Manuscripts, December 11, 2007 – March 
9, 2008. Admission to the exhibition is included in general museum admission. 
Museum hours are: Tues., 10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m., and Wed. – Sun., 10:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. *The Museum is closed on Mondays and major holidays.   


